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Sign Related Definitions from Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 23.84A 

“Sign" means any medium, including structural and component parts, that is used or intended to be 

used to attract attention to the subject matter for advertising, identification or informative purposes.  

"Sign, advertising" means a sign directing attention to a business, profession, commodity, service or 

entertainment conducted, sold or offered elsewhere than upon the lot where the sign is located. 

"Sign, business" means an on-premises sign directing attention to a business, profession, commodity, 

service or entertainment conducted, sold or offered on the lot where the sign is located. This definition 

shall not include signs located within a structure except those signs oriented so as to be visible through a 

window. 

"Sign, combination" means any sign incorporating any combination of the features of freestanding, 

projecting, and roof signs. The individual requirements of roof, projecting and pole signs shall be applied 

for combination signs incorporating any or all of the requirements specified in this Code. 

"Sign, fabric" means a sign made of canvas, cloth or similar non-rigid material, but not including a 

canopy sign. 

"Sign, identification" means any ground, wall or roof sign which displays only (1) the name, address 

and/or use of the premises; and/or (2) noncommercial messages. 

"Sign, on-premises" means a sign or sign device used solely by a business establishment on the lot 

where the sign is located that displays either (1) commercial messages that are strictly applicable only to 

a use of the premises on which it is located, including signs or sign devices indicating the business 

transacted, principal services rendered, goods sold or produced on the premises, name of the business, 

and name of the person, firm or corporation occupying the premises; or (2) noncommercial messages. 

This definition shall not include signs located within a structure except those signs oriented so as to be 

visible through a window. 

"Sign, off-premises" means a sign relating, through its message and content, to a business activity, use, 

product or service not available on the premises upon which the sign is erected.  

"Sign, projecting" means a sign, other than a wall sign, that projects from and is supported by a wall of a 

structure. 

"Sign, temporary" means any sign that is to be displayed for a limited period of time only, including but 

not limited to, banners, pennants, streamers, fabric signs, wind-animated objects, clusters of flags, 

festoons of lights and searchlights. A temporary sign may be of rigid or non-rigid construction. 

Examples of temporary signs include real estate for sale signs and signs featuring grocery store sales 

and specials.  Temporary signs may only be displayed for four, 14 consecutive day periods per year and 

are limited to 36 square feet in area per sign.   

"Sign, wall" means any sign attached to and supported by a wall of a structure, with the exposed face of 

the sign on a plane parallel to the plane of the wall, or any sign painted directly on a building facade. 


